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degree in your reputation in consequence of your being superseded in
this command. You are still at the top of the tree as to character, and
I declare to you (and I can have no wish to flatter you) that I never heard
any man so highly spoken of, nor do I know any person so generally
looked up to. Your campaign against Dhoondiah is surely sufficient
to establish your character as a soldier beyond the reach of malice or
detraction of any kind. I hope your fever has quite left you: if it
have not, you will not, I conclude, have been imprudent enough to
embark.1
It seems almost extraordinary the degree to which Arthur
suffered over this affair. It took a morbid hold on him; the
supersession became an obsession. There were various
causes that may have contributed to this. That passionate
keenness he brought to everything he undertook made it
hard to lose the fruits of labours, especially when he was un-
justly deprived of them.
Possibly, too, the memories of his childhood made him
ultra-sensitive in his dread of appearing a failure. He had
worked so strenuously to widen the niche he had made for
himself in the world, it was hard to be pushed out of it (as
he thought). It was harder still to be pushed out by one he
cared for; perhaps that was the bitterest drop in his cup, that
it was Richard who had dealt him the blow, and sought to
palliate it by excuses that neither could believe.
But whatever his private feelings, he never forgot his public
duty, and worked tirelessly to get the expedition ready to sail.
He did more than that, for as General Baird had not yet
reached Bombay and operations in Egypt had already com-
menced, he decided to go on ahead and carry on until his
Chief arrived.*
My former letters will have shown you how much this will annoy
me [he wrote his brother Henry] but I have never had much value for
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. If) p. 364.
* An important point to notice since it has been suggested that the
subsequent illness which prevented Colonel Wellesley sailing with the
expedition would not have prevented him had he been in chief command
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